Jurnee Lopez
ENGL 105 
In Class Writing: poetry sources
“Under the Poplars” by César Vallejo 


Source 1: Article 
Title: Cesar Vallejo: “Under the Poplars”
Author: David Biespiel 
 	
	Biespiel analyzes Vallejo’s poem from a historical perspective in the context of Vallejo’s life in Latin America and a popular movement during the time: surrealism. Biespiel claims that the poem “urges” an exploration of the “hidden places” of the psyche where contradictions do not exist. Vallejo is said to go against the limits of logic and reason. 
 	Biespiel creates his argument about the poem fairly with definitions of surrealism and examples of themes in the poem. The most helpful aspect of Biespiel’s analysis is the paragraph that lists juxtaposing images in the poem that portray the opposition between religion and “naturalistic impulses”. 

Source 2: Book
Title: Poetic and Real Worlds of César Vallejo: Struggle Between Art and Politics
Author: Robert Britton

	Britton analyzes Vallejo’s body of work with a specific chapter on the book that my specific poem was published in: “Los heraldos negros”. Britton argues that Vallejo’s style of poetry in the book was comparable to the modernist movement of the Western world at the time. He also uses other sources to support his claim that Vallejo’s poetry contains themes of love, religion, pain, etc while a central motif is the “opposition between two spaces”. 
 	The work looks at the poem from a different perspective than Vallejo had revered his own work. Most of the argument seems sound as Britton draws on other sources to support himself. The most useful points in the chapter are the list of themes that show up in his poetry as well as the motif of opposition. 


Comparison:
 	Biespiel analyzes the specific poem, Under the Poplars, while arguing that the poem explores the unknown parts of the psyche. Britton looks at Vallejo’s work as a whole and argues that his work belongs to the Western Modernist movement.  Each of the sources follow a different approach to the poem or poetry as a whole, but each of them mention a sort of “contradiction” or “opposition” that is present in the poetry. 
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