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 “We Real Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks emphasizes that in society being part of the cool kids isn’t always positive. The kids who live recklessly and have no thought of the consequences are the ones that later in life will be trapped. In 1960 Brooks released the book ‘The Bean Eaters’ which included the poem “We Real Cool” (Matthew Koch, 2011). Brooks does a great job of giving each reader opportunities to determine what they think the poem is about. Brooks this by using, that seem to suggest something positive, then challenging those perspectives at the end of the poem. She suggests that trying to be the cool kid and living life without guilt. Can come back and prevent one from doing what one would want in the future. 
The poem begins with characters and a setting, “The Pool Players / Seven at the Golden Shovel”. Brooks uses an end rhyme and internal rhyme by ending each line with “We” and rhyming the last word of the sentence with the next, “cool”/ “school”, “late”/ “straight”. Doing this creates a sense of brotherhood/sisterhood a strong bond, but it also creates a questionable doubt. If you listen to the recording of Brooks reciting her poem, you can hear that she has a pause after every ‘We’ this suggests an idea that one of the members of the group is does not agree with what is going on but follows because they’re friends are doing it (Tim Gracyk, 2013). The poem then offers insights into the minds of the boys, ‘We Real Cool’. In the very next line, the boys say ‘We Left School.’. This backs up the point that the boys aren’t afraid of the consequences of what they do. This could mean that they dropped out of school or that they just didn’t see a point of a further education after high school.
 The second stanza mentions that the boys ‘lurk late’. The word lurk suggests something that is mischievous forbidden. And late suggests that the group likes to stay out late and have fun. The next line states that the players ‘Strike Straight’. This could be taken literally in a sense that they are in a pool hall and in the beginning of a game you most likely will strike the ball straight. The previous lines however hint that this could mean that boys are fighting late at night and causing chaos. The earlier term ‘Lurk Late’ asks us to be free with our imaginations and suggest something slightly negative.
 To ‘Sing Sin’ might mean to chant sacrilegious hymns. Are these ‘pool players’ going against the faiths that they were brought up with? This line can also mean that the group could be quite literally singing a song together somewhat like a chant. ‘We/Thin Gin’ can been viewed as suggesting this group of teenagers are not only going out late and causing trouble but also under the influence. To ‘Thin Gin’ could be to consume cheap alcohol. Cheap alcohol usually contains a higher ABV (alcohol by volume) percentage, so this group could be associated with more chaos.
On the last two lines Brooks leaves the reader with many different interpretations. “We Jazz June.” suggests freedom, dancing and to have sex. The case of being free, points to the group being free of any kind of guilt. Since this poem was written in the late 50s, Brooks could have just meant for ‘Jazz” to be the act of dancing. Lastly to jazz could be to have sex with someone, “June” could be the name of a girl that they know or the month of the year, June. If it means the month, then “Left School” could be that the group is out for the summer and ready to have enjoy their time off. 
Brooks ends her poem with the line “We/Die Soon.”. This leaves the reader thinking, what happened to them? did they die? We are left with what started out sounding like just a group of kids having fun enjoying their time being abruptly ended by death. The abrupt ending of this poem can re-interpret the whole meaning of the poem, by taking away the innocence of the kids to depicting them as delinquents (D. Rocket, 2017).
All in all, this poem did a great job using literary devices. The last line of the poem, “We/Die Soon” offers realization that life isn’t an easy breeze and consequences are real. This poem is not making fun of the group for having fun and doing what they want, but Brooks is pointing toward other outcomes that may be more worrisome.
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