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	“We Real Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks emphasizes that in society being part of the cool kids isn’t all that. The kids that live recklessly and have no thought of the consequences are the ones that later in life will be trapped. In 1960 Gwendolyn released the book “The Bean Eaters” which included the poem “We Real Cool” (Matthew Koch, 2011). Gwendolyn does a great job with giving each reader a different perspective of what they think the poem is about. Brooks does a terrific job by giving different meanings to each word so the reader can either take them literally or be creative with their imagination. She explains to the reader that trying to be the cool kid and living life without guilt, can come back and prevent you from doing what you want in the future. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] In the very beginning Brooks mentions her characters and her setting, “The Pool Players / Seven at the Golden Shovel”. Gwendolyn does a great job using an end rhyme and internal rhyme by ending each line with “We” and rhyming the last word of the sentence with the next, “cool”/ “school”, “late”/ “straight”. Doing this creates a sense of brotherhood/sisterhood a strong bond. She starts her poem off by letting into the minds of the boys, she states ‘We Real Cool”. Does this line actually mean that the boys are cool or that they just ignore their responsibilities to have fun? In the very next line she says “We Left School”, this backs my point up that the boys aren’t afraid of their consequences and will do anything except follow the rules society has placed in front of them. This could mean that they dropped out of school or that they just didn’t see a point of a further education after high school. She mentions that the boys lurk late. The word lurk interests me a lot because to lurk is to do something that is mischievous or to do something that you are not supposed to do. And for her to add late to the end of this sentence is stating that the group likes to stay out late and have fun. She then goes on to say that the players ‘Strike Straight”. This could be taken literally in a sense that they are in a pool hall and in the beginning of a game you most likely will strike the ball straight. In Brooks previous lines she hints that this could mean that boys are fighting late at night and causing chaos. Also, as I mentioned before when she uses the term “Lurk Late” right before this she is allowing us to be free with our imaginations and interpret this in many ways. To “Sing Sin” would be to chant sacrilegious hymns. Are these “pool players’ going against the faiths that they were brought up with? This line can mean that the group could be quite literally singing a song together somewhat like a chant. “We/Thin Gin” can been viewed as this group of teenagers are going out late causing trouble and also being under the influence. To ‘Thin Gin’ would be to consume cheap alcohol. Cheap alcohol usually contains a higher ABV (alcohol by volume) percentage, so this group could be causing more chaos than they think since they are not in the right state of mind. On Gwendolyn’s last two lines she leaves the reader with many different interpretations. ‘We/Jazz June’ to jazz would suggest freedom, dancing and to have sex with. In the case of being free, with all that has been said previously to this it definitely provides hints that point to the group being free of any kind of guilt. Since this poem was written in the late 50’s, Brooks could have just meant for ‘Jazz” to be the act of dancing. Lastly to jazz could be to have sex with, these kids have been going out late, lurking around town, drinking alcohol and starting fights. With all of their adrenaline pumping through their veins, their next step could be to have sex with someone. “June” could be the name of a girl that they know or the month of the year, June. If it means the month, then “Left School” could be that the group is out for the summer and ready to have enjoy their time off. Gwendolyn ends her poem with the line “We/Die Soon”. This leaves the reader with thinking what happened to them? did they die? With what started out sounding like just a group of kids having fun enjoying their time to being abruptly ended by death. From the perspective that Brooks is simply guessing what she thinks these kids think of themselves. She could be listening to what the kids are saying about their summer and after they explained what they think life is about, Brooks could be let them know that “being cool” is being anything you want to be. Because in the end we all die and there is no point in trying to impress society. (D. Rocket, 2017)
The imagery Gwendolyn uses is excellent, she gives the reader memories of their youth and the mischievous things that they once got up to. In the beginning she says the line “Seven at the Golden Shovel”, golden is a symbol of youth and the good times. In the 1950’s jazz music was extremely popular and may have inspired Brooks to have a jazzy rhythm to her poem. Her use of alliteration helps a lot with creating her jazz vibes, for example she uses the lines “Sing Sin” and “Jazz June”.
All in all, this poem did a great job using literary devices. The use of words really grabs the readers attention. The last line of the poem “We/Die Soon” is what I imagine to be the realization that life isn’t an easy breeze and consequences are real. This poem is not making fun of the group for having fun and doing what they want but Gwendolyn is laughing at the fact that the boys don’t realize that they are being foolish in thinking they wont get into trouble.
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