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Annabel Lee by Edgar Allan Poe is a poem that talks about love. The poem gives a good view of how strong love can be not matter what happens. Poe uses different forms of language, and themes to tell a story within the poem. Poe is a very well-known poet who wrote about romance, but he also wrote about romance in dark and mysterious ways. Two years prior to the publication of this poem, Poe’s wife Virginia Clemm Poe, age 24, passed away from what was thought to be tuberculosis. This poem was sought to be a form of mourning for Poe. Annabel Lee was published two days after Poe’s death in 1849.
	Within the first stanza of the poem it shows how this is a story from the past. By the time this poem had been written, Poe and his wife had been married for about 11 years. By the opening line “It was many and many a year ago,” Poe gives you a good image of how this is from the past. Poe had married Virginia when she was just 13 years old. Although it was unusual for people to get married at such a young age it was especially fronded upon because Poe and Virginia were first cousins. They got secretly married because they knew that others would not be happy about the situation. When Poe says, “In a kingdom by the sea,” it gives you a visual of a peaceful area that is not so well known. The kingdom was a metaphorical place for Poe and Virginia or in this case Annabel Lee and her love. It was obvious that they had a strong love for one another. Poe believe that their love was so strong that it makes people jealous. “With a love that the wingèd seraphs of Heaven/Coveted her and me.” This line is very important within this poem, it talks about the angels from heaven and how the “coveted” their love. Coveted is a very different word choice, to covet means to want something really badly, usually something that doesn't belong to you. Poe could have chosen a different word like envy or despise, but he chooses this word because it represents something more than jealousy. 
The angels, not half so happy in Heaven, 
   Went envying her and me— 
Yes! —that was the reason (as all men know, 
   In this kingdom by the sea) 
That the wind came out of the cloud by night, 
   Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee. 
Poe talks about how the angels were not possibly as happy as the man and Annabel Lee. The angels “envying” them both and their relationship together. He says that’s the reason why she was killed, because the angels despised what they had so much that the killed his beloved Annabel Lee. Within the poem you will see lots of repetition of certain sentence, “kingdom by the sea”. Poets use repletion to show the importance of the object. In one sentence “But we loved with a love that was more than love—” he uses the word love three times. The whole purpose of the poem is to show how strong their love was for one another. By poem using love three times in one sentence shows the significance of their love is.
	Many people believe that by writing this poem along with other poems by Poe was a way for his to mourn the death of his beloved wife. Adam Bradford states, “…Poe’s work comprises a critique of the nineteenth-century’s wide-spread rituals, practices, and conventions of mourning and memorializing.” It was sought to be that Poe believe that by writing a poem it would be a good way for people to view the beauty of his wife. Poetry was a way for him to mourn his loved ones. Mary Louise Kete states that in the 19th century, “poems, gravestones, and hair-remembrancers … not only [worked] to preserve the memory of their lost [loved ones] but also to create a world that Bradford 76 would deny that loss …. [and such artifacts worked] to prevent the alienation that the separation of death might otherwise entail”. With Kete’s statement above, it seems as if the poem was a coping mechanism for Poe to mourn his wife. Nassau Literary Magazine stated that “[t]he Pathos of Annabel Lee would touch even the hardest hearted man, even if he were ignorant of the circumstances under which it was written. But its tenderness seems still more exquisite when it is considered, as it really was, a tribute to his dear wife”. The form of emotions he shows with the words and langue he chooses gives you a chill. He shows his unwilling love for his wife. Poe talks about how the angels were jealous of their love because it was so strong and took his dear wife away from him. The death of Poe’s wife does not take away from their love though. With the beautiful choice of words that Poe has chosen, it shows the beauty of his wife. It shows the beauty of their love which will never be lost.
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