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Introduction:
Twitter offers a very unique way of studying social topics. Twitter is a very unique source on how to find out new information that is in one’s interest. Twitter users can send out tweets or a popular news source can post a link to an article, and both can be given a hashtag which will create a topic for discussion. A popular topic that has been going on for about a year is the trade war tariffs that US President Donald Trump has been implementing on China. Trump has implemented tariffs heavy on other countries to share trade policy. Twitter has been engaged with this topic for a year. Every time updated tariff news come out, Twitter users weigh in and discuss the trade war. In this paper, I will be analyzing the trade war news with China and the US and how twitter has reacted using the hashtag #TradeWar. 

Methods:
	An original data set of 1,905 unique tweets, captured between Sunday, June 16th, 2019 and Thursday, June 27th, 2019, was collected using the data-harvesting Twitter Archiving Google Spreadsheet (TAGS) tool and then moved over to a google sheets datasheet to be analyzed, filtered, and coded. Before coding the data, it had to be reduced from the original data set of 1,905 tweets into a more suitable sample size of approximately 350. To first method used was to make sure the user language filter of the spreadsheet removed all languages other than English using the filter keywords “en.” This took out all the tweets in Chinese that were not readable by the researcher.  The next step to eliminate all of retweets by applying the text filter ‘begins with - “RT”’ to the data. This took out around 70 tweets and was helpful in limiting the data to the original tweets. The other filter that was beneficial was using, “text to contain- “Tariffs”’ eliminate other news that was not involved with tariffs. After applying all of these helpful filters the tweets which were community irrelevant, and “@username(s)”-only tweets were removed. This sheet was now limited to 220 twitter posting to work with. 
After filters with all this data, categories and codes were used to analyze the tweets. 
1. My view/response on the tweet. A personal response was given per tweet which was my take and a more in-depth description. 
2. Whether the writer of the tweet was in favor or not. This showed the political side of the argument 
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3. Rational/Reason/Justification (Why they feel that way) economic, political, or nationalistic
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4. The twitter users being for or against trump
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Discussion:
A key consideration was if the people writing the tweet were in favor of the tariffs or not. Around 65.3% of the users were not in favor of the tariffs that Trump implemented on China. Majority shows that most of twitter is not agreeing with what Trump is doing with the US. The third chart is if it is Rational/Reason/Justification. This is asking why the twitter users would feel the way they are. This consists of the user having an economic, political, or nationalistic type of view on the tweet they are reading. The political side (53.5%) beat the economic (41.6%) and nationalistic (5.0%) views which would be expected. This definitely shows that twitter is a very political source. The last chart was if the users were for or against Trump. This pie chart illustrated that 66.3% of users were not in favor of trump and 25.7% of twitter is for him. The percentage of users that were not in favor of the tariffs (65.3%) are also not big supporters of Trump (66.3%).  As found in the spreadsheet, this tweet illustrates the user not being in favor of the tariff war going on, “Trade disagreements between the US and China are at risk of becoming symbolic of a great power rivalry... A dangerous nationalistic fervour is brewing in both countries. It does not take much to go from simmer to boil.’ #G20 #tariffs #tradewar #China” (brianpklein). The user tried to get his point across that all of the trade war is doing is causing more problems.  Tweets in favor of the tariffs were also coded: “Beyond a trade deal, US and China can reshape the world order  #G20 #tradewar #trade #China #USChina #Xi #Trump #tariffs https://t.co/xEAwQvMdn4 via @scmpnews. This user thinks there will be plently of growth for the future of the US”. This tweet shows if Trump could make this trade deal work well, it will be successful for both China and US. 
The community of users posting the hashtag #tradewar can be very diverse. It ranges from users who are in high favor of the tariffs/in favor of trump to users who disagree with tariffs being planted on China. The rhetorical strategies that twitter users employ in their conversations about tariffs is revealing. The conversations on twitter articles show that people are very frustrated with Trump’s actions. Twitter makes people open up their thoughts and expose it to the public. A fascinating thing to some people is that Trumps tweets move the market. An example of this from the twitter spreadsheet is, “Stocks seen snapping back as Mnuchin says U.S. was ‘90% of the way there’ on China trade deal https://t.co/T1X7WrCA1p
#trading #stocks #StockMarket #US #China #tradewar”. This tweet illustrates the market is having a positive day based on Trumps trade deal with China being “90% the way there”.
Conclusion:
In conclusion, the tariffs that Trump has implemented on other countries, especially China, have led to a lot of reactions on twitter. Twitter has been a very reliable and great source to find new articles.  All of the twitter users have gotten fired up over this whole deal and it definitely stirred up a lot of conversation. Since the beginning of the trade talk, there have been many views on what the people think of Trumps actions. The people who have had hatred towards Trump and his thoughts have thoroughly expressed it online. Throughout using the spreadsheet to find out more information, it was very helpful to source out the tweets that were most important.  
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Reflection
While writing my essay, I found it very interesting to see all the different views being shown by all of the twitter users.  Using the spreadsheet to organize these tweets was a cool idea and something I have never done before. I am pretty good at technology, so I found it easy to figure it out. Overall, I thought this research paper was a solid time with the twitter research and made it a good topic to write on. 
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