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The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost
		The poem “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost is very popular/discussed poem around the world. There are many different points of views on the poem. People are either big fans of the poem that enjoy his words, or people dismiss his words and disagree with the content. Frost does a splendid job in the poem making the reader think about choices in life, whether to go with the normal or ride it alone. This resembles that life can be a lifelong journey and there will be a lot of choices having to be made. The central message that Frost tries to bring up is that in life, everyone has to make choices that might be difficult. People can view a choice as being determining the next step in their lives, but most have to realize it will all work out at the end. At the end of this poem, Frost never tells the reader whether the road he chose was the right choice. This now represents that he will be going down that road and he might have to face challenges, but at the end of the day, the result is about the decision that he made.
	The first source used was “Clearing a path to truth; robert frost's 'the road not taken' is a poem that's loved for the wrong reasons” by David Lehman. This article talked about all the different views for Frost’s poem. Lehman did a very brief job of breaking down the poem from Frost. A quote from this article is “Not the least of Robert Frost's accomplishments is that he managed to balance popularity with artistic excellence. Take "The Road Not Taken" (1916), arguably his most famous poem. You probably read it in high school. You will find it in any good poetry anthology. In its wizardry, the poem deserves the highest accolades. The irony is that it has often been loved and quoted for the wrong reasons. The further irony is that this misunderstanding itself testifies to the subtlety and genius of its creator” (Lehman). This is speaking about how this poem is Frost’s most popular poem and it is written very well. It is being introduced as being loved for the wrong reasons which the article will be able to explain more. Lehman then preaches that “Generations of commencement speakers have quoted "The Road Not Taken," because of its perceived message. Avoid the common route. Go your own way. Be a maverick, a nonconformist in the great American tradition of Emerson and Thoreau” (Lehman). This is saying that many commencement speakers have used quotes from Frost’s poem and have elaborated on them. The speakers say to go your own way and to learn yourself! Now Lehman’s opinions start to come in the article, “But now go back to the second stanza. As far as the traffic on them, the two roads are "really," Frost acknowledges, "about the same." Two questions immediately occur. If there is little to distinguish the two roads, what do we make of the last stanza? And if the poem is not a straightforward assertion of nonconformism, what is it about?” (Lehman). The second stanza from the poem is “Then took the other, as just as fair, And having perhaps the better claim, Because it was grassy and wanted wear; Though as for that the passing there Had worn them really about the same” (Frost). Lehman’s thoughts on this should make sense to most people. Frost does make it seem like both of these roads are very similar and there are not many differences between them. Then, Lehman continues on his rant, “One thing it is about is the inevitability of regret. You cannot "be one traveler" and take both paths. At any crossroads you must choose, and though you may keep alive the hope that you'll return someday, you know deep down you will never get a second chance. "I doubted if I should ever come back” (Lehman). Lehman says how once someone makes their decision, there is no point of return and there is only one traveler in the process. Overall, this source did an upright job of breaking down “The Road Not Taken”. 
	The second source used for the poem was "Potential Ambiguity in Robert Frost's THE ROAD NOT TAKEN” by Sayyed Rahim Moosavinia and Morteza Shahrakzadeh. A quote from this article is “‘The Road Not Taken,’ though ostensibly about free will, encompasses signs that leave a trace of determinism on its way down to the final lines. In the title of the poem, the word not represents a sense of regret in the persona, and this regret, while without believing in a free choice there is no sense in being regretful looking back in retrospect, is a sign of free will” (Moosavinia). This says that the theme of free will is being used in this poem a lot. Frost is not regretting the choice he made in the poem because he knows there is not going to be a wrong choice. His choice was completely up to him and he knows this through free will. Another quote is describing the outcome and the potential ambiguities, “Even the word sigh in line 16 does not determine the outcome of this choice and Little asks if “[it is] a sigh of contentment or regret” (132). Moreover “the tonal inter-resonance of ‘The Road Not Taken’ […] has perplexed readers, and no wholly adequate account of the auditory dynamics at the end of the poem has been forthcoming” (282). So being deprived of both conclusive diction and tone, the text again leaves us with potential ambiguities” (Moosavinia). This is saying how this text of regret leads the readers with potential ambiguities and does not make the poem end well. 
	Overall, the poem did not just talk about the road that is not traveled. This poem speaks about the road taken and about the road less traveled with its unique qualities. The poem mostly represents that every person who has to make a choice in life choice deal with the human nature to expect the "What if..." question to themselves. Frost did an excellent job making this poem about having no regrets and to keep accepting new challenges. 
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