
	The poem "Dulce Et Decorum Est" is a classic poem written from Wilfred Owen's hospital bed sometime between 1917 and 1918, during the middle of World War I. Wilfred was a soldier of WWI and fought for the United States military. This poem was written to his mom describing war and how awful war really is. The title “Dulce Et Decorum Est” means that it is sweet and proper to die for one's country, however within this poem he claims the complete opposite. During this paper I will break down my view on the poem and what it translates to me as well as Andrew Spacey and John Hughes. 
	This first line of the poem really sticks out to me because Wilfred Owen is speaking in first person, meaning that he is including himself along with the “beggars” or other soldiers on the battlefield. The poem starts off with “beggars” and “coughing like hags” which to me shows the amount of stress and struggle that he and the soldiers around him are dealing with. “Drunk with fatigue” uses imagery to really make me think about the condition all of the soldiers are in. The first stanza alone tries to build a scene and idea of war that is disgusting and awful for those fighting for one's country. It makes me feel like I’m part of it and in the moment. 
	The second stanza of the poem starts off with “Gas! GAS! Quick, boys.” Wilfred Owen is using all caps to help prove a point to try and get the reader to notice that gas is a big deal. During WWI chemical gas bombs were thrown from trench to trench. These gas bombs were filled with Chlorine Gas, Mustard Gas, and Phosgene Gas. These different types of gas could blister your skin or get into your lungs, which over the next day or two could cause your lungs to fill with fluid and end up killing you. Owen builds up the tension as he describes the soldiers getting their helmets on just in time other than one soldier who ends up “drowning” under a sea of green. 
	The rest of the poem is Wilfred Owen painting a picture in the reader's mind of an innocent man suffering and dying a torturous death. His face “like a devil's sick of sin.” By painting this picture of the single soldier he wants us to look at the bigger picture of war being so disgusting and awful. This is extremely ironic because of the title meaning that it is sweet and proper to die for one's country. However the poem is trying to get the reader to see how horrific war is. Also why war really isn’t the same as many people talk it up to be back in the homes of the country of those who have never been to war and think it is an honor to die for your country.

[bookmark: _goqdxc6nonf]Andrew Spacey's Analysis of Poem "Dulce Et Decorum Est" by Wilfred Owen
	Andrew Spacey analysis of Wilfred Owen's Poem does not necessarily have an argument for this poem in this article however he does bring up some key points when breaking the poem down. He talks about language, diction, as well as other poetic devices such as alliteration and iambic pentameter. He also talks about the background of the war and how Wilfred Owen is really meaning to describe war. This is a very good source for a couple of reasons. It breaks down the true meaning of the poem which can sometimes be a challenge. It also shows some of the poetic devices the poem uses. The poem is treated fairly since there is no argument going on. I also agree with Andrew Spacey on the meaning of the poem and what it is actually trying to say. Something that really stuck out to me was Andrew Spacey's point about the poem written almost like it was a nightmare and not even real life. “The speaker widens the issue by confronting the reader (and especially the people at home, far away from the war), suggesting that if they too could experience what he had witnessed, they would not be so quick to praise those who die in action.” (Spacey, 2019)

Summary of John Hughes Owen's 'Dulce et Decorum Est.'
In this article John Hughes breaks down an extremely important two line stanza reading, “In all my dreams, before my helpless sight / He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.” “This recurrent nightmare is the climax of the poem's tendency, in its first half, toward an unfolding of the poet's interiority, his personal responses, amid the texture of events it describes.” This source is extremely specific breaking down much smaller pieces of the poem including just a word here or there as well as a couple extremely important stanzas. This is doesn’t really have an argument either it’s just going more in depth, which all seem very reasonable and I agree with really all of the breakdowns. The thing I liked most about this article was the breakdown of one word specifically, that really helped me understand the meaning of the poem.
Both of these sources do their own job. Andrew Spacey talks more about the general idea of the poem as well as some background, while John Hughes goes much more in depth, talking about specific stanzas and important words. Both sources are very useful in their own way. However between Andrew Spacey, John Hughes, and myself we all took the same idea from the poem that war is something that is awful for any human being to experience. There aren’t honorary deaths in battles, deaths are awful and shouldn’t be something that people are necessarily proud of. 

