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Whether we realize it or not, plastic is used by us every day. It is available to us everywhere. Plastic is used when we eat, drink, package things, use electronics, go to the bathroom, and millions of other ways. Plastic was our topic because of how big of a role it plays in our everyday lives and how much of an impact it has on our earth and environment. We thought it’d be best to split up the podcast into five parts: the impact plastic has on culture, marine life, the environment, where plastic ends up after being disposed, and alternatives.
Beginning with the impact culture has on plastic pollution, we focused on single-use plastics. The main issue with plastic is that we use it once and then dispose it without thinking of the consequences. People use it once because it is convenient and available at the time instead of planning ahead. Next, we moved into the portions of the podcast where he discusses the Great Pacific Garbage Patch and goes into detail by discussing the square mileage of the patches and compares it to France. In the discussion after the opening quote, we focused on animals and how they are helpless in this situation. One point that was discussed was that this not only affects the animals, but ends up affecting the people that eat these animals. For instance, the fish we eat have harmful chemicals from plastic inside them, and those chemicals move up the food chain and can harm our bodies. Going into my portion which was plastic, I began with discussing microplastics and introduced a quote that said, “They're in oceans, rivers and lakes. They're also in soil… And, even more concerning, microplastics are in drinking water. In beer. In sea salt. In fish and shellfish. How microplastics get into animals is something of a mystery, and Chelsea Rochman is trying to solve it” (Joyce 2018). It was important because I brought up the topic of why we should want to know and figure out where the plastic ends up. I also talked about landfills and how we are so wasteful with our plastic. We tend to want to temporarily solve the issue and push the issue to the side instead of figuring out how to solve the issue long-term. Cho explains, “leaving so much of it in landfills is not only an environmental hazard, it is a huge waste of a valuable resource that could be used to produce electricity, heat, or fuel” (Cho 2012). This explanation brought up the question “Why do we continue to dump waste into landfills?” Alternatives was the most important topic that was discussed throughout the entire podcast. It opened with plastic straws and Gaby posed the question, “Should more restaurants switch to paper straws?” The group agreed that restaurants should switch because people are going to use what is in front of them and more and more people are becoming aware of the seriousness of plastic waste and its impact on the environment. The only limitation I could really think of was the time. We picked the topics so fast and did the research and came back the next day, so by the time we discussed what we were going to talk about most of our specific topics ran together. The good part about this was that members were able to bounce off of each other and make it more conversational instead of just listing off information. Overall, we wanted it to feel like it wasn’t just one person’s portion and that we all were going to discuss what the other members brought up. It was also important to us to make it more conversational like we are just friends talking to each other, but also to inform listeners about plastic.
 Where does plastic end up? Plastic usually ends up in two places: landfills or recycling plants. The most common place to go after disposal is the landfill. According to PBS News, “Since 1950, cumulative plastic waste has amassed to 6.3 billion metric tons… and nine percent (600 million metric tons) has been recycled. The remainder — more than three-quarters of plastic waste and more than half of all plastic ever made — ended in landfills or natural environments.” (Dengler 2017). 
A landfill is a pile of waste contained by liners, drainages, and other systems. When waste is in a landfill, it usually just sits for hundreds of years, wasting space, time, and energy.  Plastics seem to be the main solution for the US and other countries because it seems the best short-term. Compared to other expensive solutions like pyrolysis or advanced recycling plants, landfills are inexpensive, and aren’t much maintenance. Landfills seem to be a good solution, but when in the wrong hands and mishandled it can lead to many issues. An unknown author commented on the issues of landfills by saying, “In countries where landfills are poorly managed, plastic wastes can be easily blown into waterways or carried out to sea by flood water. In addition, when plastics decompose in landfills, they may leak pollutants (phthalates and bisphenol A) into the soil and surrounding environment.”  (“Methods of Plastic Waste Disposal,” 2016). 
	
As a kid, there were countless times when I heard the saying “reduce, reuse, recycle”. I never thought anything of it because nobody ever discussed what it meant or why we did it, or at least not enough because I don’t remember anybody ever explaining it. The point is that we have heard about it, but never learned what happens when items are recycled or why we should recycle. Conserve Energy Future lists the process of recycling when saying, “Waste materials are collected through drop-off centers, curbside collection, deposit or refund programs. The waste materials are then transported to a materials recovery facility or recycling centers where they are sorted out, cleaned and processed into ideal materials for manufacturing.” (“Advantages and Disadvantages of Recycling”).  Recycling seems to be a really successful way in disposing plastics. It doesn’t take up as much space as landfills, there is less pollution, little-to-no greenhouse gases are emitted, not to mention an increase in jobs created. Recycling can also be seen as an issue because the recycling waste is piled up, which means that chemicals from the waste can be spread. A major issue in recycling is the fact that the recyclable items are difficult to collect and separate. Since the recyclables are made up of different materials and chemicals, mixing them together can be very harmful. As of right now, only PET and HDPE are routinely recycled. There is new technology for recycling which is near-infrared spectroscopy, and it is able to separate the different compositions of plastics.  
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