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Whether you believe it or not climate change is slowly taking our future away. People have started to see the impacts of this by rising temperatures, sea levels, the extinction of animals plus more. This will ultimately result in a non-sustainable environment and negative health consequences for the earth and human life. Its 2019, and we have known about climate change for a very long time. Despite decades of scientific research and warnings that confirmed the impacts of climate change, majority of our political leaders have done little to nothing to help turn around the situation. Most people like to say that climate change or global warming is a myth but if anyone remembers back in 2017 when New Jersey the weather was extremely bipolar. One day it was sixty degrees Fahrenheit and the very next day its thirty degrees with heavy snow falling for hours.
	Over the past few weeks my group and I have been researching the topic climate change. We created a podcast, where we discussed this topic and then five sub topics (What is the cause of Climate Change, Sea Levels Rising, Effects on the Land and Marine Ecosystems, Postponing Climate Change and How we can Stop Climate Change). This podcast lasted roughly 20 minutes so although we were able to go over these important topics we could not go into a greater depth. As a group we thought that we needed to go more in depth about how America isn’t doing nearly as much to help contribute to climate change compared to other countries. This was very interesting to me because Americans are one of the leading contributors to causing climate change. The United States is the second largest contributor to CO2 in our atmosphere, though it is home to just 4.4 percent of the world’s population. If everyone in the world lived the way people do in the U.S., it would take four Earths to provide enough resources for everyone (World Atlas, U.S. Census Bureau, Popular Science).
 We also wanted to include more statistics. One being that the US is the second largest contributor to CO2 emissions. If all the other countries in the world lived like how the US did, it would take approximately four earths to provide resources for everyone. Gasoline is a key contributor to CO2 emissions. To burn one gallon of gasoline will inject 20 pounds of carbon dioxide into our atmosphere. When talking about ice melting and the effects on land and marine ecosystems, the 1910 Glacier National Park used to be the home to 150+ glaciers. Since June 2017 that number has dropped exponentially to 25 and it is still shrinking. These glaciers are melting from the rise of temperatures around the world. With this rise will put about half of all plants and animals on the brink of extinction in the next decade. 
We started our podcast by discussing what climate change really is. We briefly stated that climate change is caused by a spike in carbon dioxide and humans are causing it by using too much fossil fuels for transportation and energy. We discussed how big cooperation’s are helping fuel climate change by using cheap ways that will cause pollution rather than use more efficient energies to help our environment. Then we explained that carbon dioxide is being added to the atmosphere and it traps heat from escaping. This leads to our next point of the polar caps melting. This effects the earth because one the ice melts into the ocean the sea levels rise which will affect many beaches and habitats around the world. When climate changes enough to warm the Arctic and melting sea ice, the polar regions have less of a reflective surface. There will be more heat absorbed, which causes more melting, which then amplifies the warming. Arctic sea ice loss is one of the most prominent signals of environmental change in the world, and we’ll continue to see this occur as time goes on. As Earth continues to warm, the Arctic will continue to transform. The Arctic is warming twice as fast as the rest of the world, and sea ice loss plays a large role in this. “We know this from basic physics. When water heats up, it expands. So when the ocean warms, sea level rises. When ice is exposed to heat, it melts. And when ice on land melts and water runs into the ocean, sea level rises” (Nasa). According to the EPA, fish and shellfish species are moving further up north for cooler waters, moving their center of biomass with them. This could shift the entire food chain as many predators are dependent on the lower food chain prey that are migrating due to climate change. 
We then we summed up all these points by explaining how people are postponing climate change and what we can do to prevent it. When it comes to major problems of climate change, it is due to all of the negative effect’s humans are contributing to the issue as a whole. It is safe to say that us humans can be considered our own weakness because of the fact that we are the ones who can make the changes, and fix what is going wrong. If all of us decreased the amount that we contribute even by a small fraction, it could make the biggest difference, and therefore lead to much needed improvement. However, if we continue to postpone the need for improvement, the world will only continue to increase in temperature, causing things such as ice to melt, and sea levels to rise, and many more negative impacts.
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