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Analyzing the Hashtag Trump Camps and Immigration in The United States
Immigration has been a hot topic in the United States and the world for the past decade as countries struggle through their own internal conflict and deal with the repercussions of their neighbors’ conflicts through the dispersion of migrants. Within Trump’s term as president, he has been vocal about his push for more restrictive policies on illegal immigrants stating “Illegal actions must have consequences” (2018). He has done everything in his power to put his words into action by creating “Trump camps” that hold immigrants crossing the border from Mexico in conditions that many say are inept. This has sparked discussion countrywide on social media platforms like twitter for people to input their opinions and express a need for change. An attorney for the Trump administration defended these camps stating in court that toothbrushes, soap, and sleeping arrangements are not necessary for safe and sanitary conditions (Blow & Charles, 2019). Situations like this give twitter users the perfect opportunity to @Trump and @GOP their perspective, which is what I will be analyzing. This is the first time in almost a decade where a child has died under the custody of US Customs and Border Protection (Blow & Charles, 2019). The conditions of the camps on top of the ethical debate of separating children from their families at the border has caused many angry Americans to take to Twitter to express their outrage.
Method 
In order to further analyze the topic of immigration in the US, I used the TAGS v6.1.9.1 to find tweets that included the #Trumpcamps. The program finds tweets that include the hashtag within the time period of a week. The TAGS program found 5,979 tweets so in order to narrow that down I needed to cut out tweets to an amount I could analyze and categorize myself within a short period of time. To narrow down my compilation, I first filtered out the retweets because they were not important to include for my research. The focus was tweet substance rather than how many people reacted to it. This brought the number of tweets down a considerable amount to around 1,593 tweets. I then got rid of any tweets that tagged the first lady (@FLOTUS), which didn’t narrow down my search too much but shifted the focus of the tweets to be centered around Trump and the GOP a little more. The pile of tweets was then down to 1,424. The next constraint in order to randomly narrow down the tweets was to filter out any that had a link starting with “HTTPS” because a lot of those tweets were responses to other tweets with a link to a GIF or photo that did not provide me any useful information for my research, but did help me get down to 686 tweets. This was still too many tweets to analyze so I just deleted all the tweets up until the 150th. Then picked through and got rid of tweets that only had the “#TrumpCamps” and nothing else included in the tweet, tweets that were not related to the topic, tweets that were in another language, and tweets that did not make sense and got down to 110 tweets. I than categorized each tweet into 7 different categories: for/against/neutral regarding keeping refugees in these camps, political affiliation republican/democrat/neutral, the rhetoric of the tweet, whether it was a reply or not to another tweet, whether the tweet was just expressing ones opinion or if it was emphasizing a need for change, whether the reasoning of the tweet was economic/political/religious, and if the tweet used more than one hashtag. 
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Graph Data Analysis
It can be inferred from figure A that the majority (64%) of the twitter users using the #Trumpcamps identify as a Democrat. From this, we can assume that majority of the people using the #Trumpcamps are people who dislike Trump’s policies and are using this hashtag as a way to communally express their negative opinions and push for change. Surprisingly though, there were more neutral tweets than republican tweets. This represents how some people that lean more towards the conservative side became neutral on the subject because of the egregious conditions that are reported from the camps. The few republican tweets that were included in the sample were expressing that if Democrats want something to be done about the conditions of the camps that they should do something about it. One Twitter user said “when are the Dems going to do something about it” implying they should work with Trump instead of disagreeing with his policies to get bills passed. In figure B when evaluated on if the tweet had political, religious, or economic reasoning 85% of the sample size was political. It can be inferred that a large majority of the tweeters were using the hashtag to express their political views as most sounded like this tweet “if you will not stand up to those monsters, we WILL elect people who will.” This person had clear political intentions advertising that if the Democrats in Congress did not stand up to Trump they would elect people that would. The purpose behind each tweet was represented in figure C either categorizing it as stating an opinion or expressing how they felt there was a need for change or reform. 75% of the tweets were stating an opinion like “Trump is destroying democracy for a few dollars in his pocket.” This is not surprising because Twitter is largely used for people to throw out their opinions rather than writing about what could be changed or advertising events or protests to actively work towards change. The results of how rhetorical appeal was used in tweets shown in figure D did not come as a surprise either because as stated before people have been using the #Trumpcamps to evoke emotion. 60% of tweets were pathos based stating impudent things like “the only thing the orange idiot hasn’t claimed so far” in response to another negative tweet about the president. An observation about rhetoric involving logos is the information was somewhat unreliable because none of the tweets that included statistics or any evidence accredited a source. When evaluating the TAGSExplorer top hashtags under #TrumpCamp the results were not surprising. The next most popular hashtags were liberal sounding, political, and emotion evoking like #closethecamps, #trumpconcentrationcamps, and #impeachment. 
Research
[bookmark: _GoBack]9/11 escalated the topic of immigration enforcement at local, state, and national levels in a way where a problem that has been going on for years still gets thousands of tweets a week (Amuendo Dorantes & Puttitanun, 2018). In the years before and then going into Trump’s presidency there has been an unprecedented growth in inflows of unaccompanied minors from Mexico and Central America, which has grown the online discussion around the topic immensely especially now that recently more information has come out about the subject (Amuendo Dorantes & Puttitanun, 2018). Magazine articles on immigration published in the late 20th century were based upon a “Latino threat narrative” that highlighted Latin Americans as a great threat to the nation (Massey, 2013). Since then the discussion has grown and evolved with the times which has turned it to social media. Immigration enforcement officials say they are comfortable with the service and protection that is provided in these camps (Miroff & Demirjian, 2018). From what was observed in the sample of tweets regarding the subjects 81% of people would disagree with that opinion. Trump states that he will not allow the United States to be a migrant holding facility like Europe (2018). President Trump’s controversial statements result in retaliation back at him on Twitter, which is much of what we saw in this analysis of #Trumpcamps.
Conclusion
The twitter conversations that have been circulating about immigration since 2018 emphasizes the importance of this topic to the American people. By studying these tweets insight can be gained on what the general feelings American people have on different subjects and current events. Also, insight on how to get involved in raising awareness for change by searching for protests, charity, and educational events. The community of posters under the #Trumpcamps was overwhelmingly similar across the board in political affiliation, rhetoric, and reasoning for posting. Overall, the majority of commenters were just stating their opinion and expressing anger toward the president and his restrictive immigration policies. Twitter rhetoric is largely pathos. Twitter runs off being a reactionary platform by allowing people to evoke each other’s emotions through replies, @s, #s, and pictures.
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